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route once used in times of emergency for direct communication
from Khotan to Ladakh.

When searching for the Yangi-dawan pass by which this route is
believed to have crossed the K'un-lun range, I ascended a steep,
much-crevassed glacier. Just at the completion of this last explora-
tory task my feet were severely injured by frost-bite. In the end it
cost me the loss of my right toes. In that crippled state I had to have
myself carried across the Kara-koram passes to Ladakh and thence
to Srinagar. I reached England at the close of January, 1909.

The examination of the antiquities of all kinds, safely arrived by
then at the British Museum, and the organization of the researches
needed for their study, proved a very heavy task. It was facilitated
by a period of deputation generously granted by the Government
of India. But those researches were far from complete when by the
close of 1911 I returned to India. Sir John Marshall's friendly sup-
port had secured my transfer to the Archaeological Survey. My
duties on the North-West Frontier could not keep my eyes long
from turning towards plans of another Central Asian expedition.
They were encouraged by the kind interest which Lord Hardinge,
then Viceroy of India, and Sir Harcourt Butler, then Member of
Council for Education, showed in my past labours. Finally, the
sanction by the Secretary of State of the proposals submitted and
the provision of an adequate grant to cover the cost of the intended
fresh explorations enabled me to start from Kashmir by the end
of July, 1913. My account of this expedition must be restricted to
brief notes of the results obtained.

EXPEDITION OF 1913-16

The route chosen for approach to Chinese Turkistan led through
the Hindukush valleys of Darel and Tangir, mentioned in the